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This Senior Project Handbook belongs to

If found, please return to the Snowline Dis trict Office
or the Serrano High School Office.

Teacher name:
Teacher phone number: 760 -868-3222
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Note: If this handbook is lost, a $5 replace  ment fee will be charged. You must

pay the fee in the Deands office, then

handbook.
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IMPORTANT ITEMS

1. Students will receive letter grade s (A-F) on their Senior Project.

2. Students will earn 5 units on ce the project has been finished.  This project is
weighted in the studentods grade point percen

3. Students desiring honors and high honors graduation status need to earn a
certain percentage on Senior Project: honors graduates need to achie  ve 70% or
higher, while students graduating with high honors need to score 80% or above.

4. The value of the Senior Project is completely dependent on the decisions the

student makes when choosing his or her project. It is, therefore, extremely

importan t that students and their parents carefully consider all possibilities for

Senior Project choices keeping in mind the r
availability of mentors, the location of mentors, the costs, and the ultimate value

of the project . A project that is meaningful for one student may not have meaning

to another:  we highly recommend that students choose career related or

community service projects because those tend to be more meaningful for

students as they begin to pursue their goals  beyond high school.

5. Itis imperative that parents and students understand that the Senior Project

is not oOoextra work. o The el ements in this p
Language Arts Standards for grade 12; the major difference between wh at was

originally required in the 12 ™ grade English classroom and the adoption of the

Senior Project is that students now get to choose how to meet those standards

rather than the teachers deciding the topic that students will study.

6. ltis critical that parents and students actually read this handbook. This

handbook covers all elements of the project very thoroughly, and the success of a
studentds project depends on a complete know
requirements.

7. TUTORING FOR SENIOR PROJECT IS PROVIDED EVERY WEEK ON
THURSDAYS FROM 2 -3PM IN ROOM 403.
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What is Senior Project?

Senior Project. . .
Is the culminating activity for students after 12 years of education ;
Is an opportunity for students to create their own learning experience ;
Allows students a choice ;
Gives students expertise in numerous s Kkills -based areas;
Meets state requirements ;
Prepares students for the rigors of college, career, and life ;
Teaches students time management ;

Al l ows students to O0think outside the boxd to
and outlook on the world ;
Pusstudents in touch with experts in oO0the real

Allows students to explore a topic of interest, a passion, that could lead to a
career, a life -long hobby, or successful community improvement
project ;

Allows students the opportunity to take a pre  -existing skill and develop it

at a higher level of expertise ;

Wh a't OLI FE6 skills wil. students obtain with ¢
Time management
Planning

Allocation of time, materials, money
Evaluation of data
Organization
Responsibility
Ability to think cre  atively
Ability to reason, make decisions, solve problems
Competence in reading, writing, speaking, and listening skills
Research skills
Use of technology
Business communication
Legitimate risk -taking
What standards are addressed with Senior Project?
Senior Project meets the following requirements found in the Reading/Language
Arts standards for California Public Schools:
Reading Comprehension
2.3 Verify and clarify facts presented in expository texts by using a variety of
public documents.
Writing _ Strategies
1.1 Demonstrate an understanding of the elements of discourse when completing
writing assignments.




1.2  Use point of view, characterization, style and related elements for specific
rhetorical purposes.

1.3  Structure ideas and arguments in a sustained, persua sive, and sophisticated way
and support them with precise and relevant examples.

1.4  Enhance meaning by employing rhetorical devices.

1.5 Use language in a natural, fresh, and vivid way to establish tone.

1.6  Develop presentations by using clear research questions and creative critical
research strategies.

1.7  Use systematic strategies to organize and record information.

1.9 Reuvise text to highlight the individual voice, improve sentence variety and style,
and enhance subtlety of meaning and tone.

Writing Applications

2.3 Write reflective compositions that explore the significance of personal
experiences.

2.6  Deliver multimedia presentations.

Written and Oral English - Language Conventions

1.1  Demonstrate control of grammar, diction, paragraph and sentence structur e and
an understanding of English usage.

1.2  Produce legible work that shows accurate spelling and correct punctuation and
capitalization.

1.3  Reflect appropriate manuscript requirements in writing.

Listening and Speaking Strategies

1.4  Use rhetorical questions, et al to achieve clarity, force, and aesthetic effect.

1.6  Use logical, ethical, and emotional appeals that enhance a specific tone and
purpose.

1.7  Use appropriate rehearsal strategies to pay attention to performance details.

18 Use effective and interesting language.

1.10 Evaluate when to use different kinds of effects to create effective
productions.

Speaking Applications

2.1  Deliver reflective prese ntations that explore the significance of personal
experiences.

2.4 Deliver multimedia presentations.

Senior Project also addresses the foll owing 0Student Learning C
critical element of the Serrano High School Accreditation process:
Our students will be life_ -long learners who. . .

Use available resources to create and value quality performances/products;

Seek enrichment through cultural, artistic, and/or community events/activities;

Cultivate strategies to maintain or improve personal wellness;




Communicate through multiple methods, academically and artistically;

Develop a work ethic that will enhance economic success and promote self -
actualization within our highly technical world;

Investigate, plan, and graduate with the ability to fulfill career potential and
higher goals.

Our students wi I be critical thinkers who . . .
Develop higher order questioning, analysis, and synthesis skills;
Interpret and respond to a variety of texts at appropriate grade/age levels;
Take initiative to analyze situations; create/use effective strategies to s olve
problems.

Our students will be accountable and responsible individuals who . . .

Prove proficiency through performance on standards -based assessments in core
subjects;

Understand and take responsibility for their actions and resulting
consequences;

Demonstrate responsibility through multiple measures such as academics,
attendance, discipline, and extra -curricular activities;

Demonstrate civic responsibility by participating in organizations, community,
and government;

Demonstrate an ability to independently manage life situations involving time,
money, and goal setting.

Our students will be culturally aware citizens who . . .
Demonstrate an understanding of the unique differences among individuals in
groups;
Actively parti cipate in school and community;
Understand global issues and participate in the processes of government;
Become productive members of their communities.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

1. How can Senior Project help me in the real world?

The Saior Project is an opportunity for students to explore an area they are truly
passionate or curious about. Topic ideas can be found in every academic discipline: science,
math, engineering, art, literature, history; ideas can be related to career cstoests can also
pursue skillsbased projects such as crafts, vehicle maintenance, cooking; or students can choose
to make a real difference by tackling a community service project. However, even if students
choose to limit themselves with a basic sliéié crocheting, the Senior Project is still a valuable
tool to prepare them for their future. The Senior Project meets the California State Standards as
stated in this handbook. The Project prepares students for the rigors of college, career, or the
military. Most importantly it offers students an opportunity to implement life skills that they can
use in any path they choose to take after high school. Remember, the choice of project is the
student 6s: i f a st udentreavmitnlthén theistudentdodd get a
chose to intern in the career field of his/her choice. Essentially, students get out of the project
what they put into it!

2. Is Senior Project an English project?

No, Senior Project is a 5 credit academic graduagquairement that is facilitated
through the English department. English teachers will allow for some class time to help students
with their Senior Project and go over important concepts. Students may have some time in their
advisory class to work on SeniBroject, and there will be weekly tutoring available on
Thursdays at 2 p.m. in room 403.

3. l s it possible to have Anewod | earning ex

Yes, any activity that relates to the selected project is learning. Your learning should
reflect or connect in some way to your project. When students find it difficult to write their
learning log, they can always go online, get help during tutoring, look for magazine or
newspaper articles, attend concerts, lectures, college classes, checkaluba the topic, etc.

4. Why is the Senior Project a graduation requirement?

A minimum of twelve states in the U.S. have mandated that schools require a Senior
Project as a graduation requirement. Currently the California State Legislature dedagsi
officially designating the Senior Project as the equivalent for tfeydztle California State Test
(CST). Presently ¥2graders are not required to take CST tests. It is important that seniors are
given appropriate learning assessments jusieasdre assessed in graddsld. The Senior
Project is an excellent assessment tool since it meets the California State Standards and is
capable of assessing learning through a variety of modalities. In fact, most educators and
government policy makesee Senior Project as one of the most authentic assessments available
to highlight student accomplishment. The Snowline Board of Education sees the value in the
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self-directed learning process, as do the teachers of the school district. Therefore,dhe Seni
Project has been deemed a graduation requirement.

5. Why are Learning Logs required?

Learning Logs are the direct expression of what the student is learning. The teachers who
grade the projects use the Leleanmgprogesi ogs t o
Through reading the logs, teachers can help students expand and enrich their learning process.
By writing logs, the students experience the continuous synthesis of learning. Logs establish a
schedule that promotes student succedsartoject because the student is less likely to become
distracted and lose focus during the learning process. Additionally, Learning Logs are the
studentsé6é best way to prove that they are fu
Senior Projet

6. Why are students not allowed torn in late work for the Senior Project?

One of the primary intentions of Senior Project is to promote in students a sense of
responsibility and time management; therefore, late work is not accepted in ordentdeothis
value.

7. How can students finance their projects?

Financial responsibility for project choices is a personal issue that each student and his or
her family must consider. The type of project chosen, however, has nothing to do witlalthe fi
grade received. Grades are based on requirements met, obvious learning throughout the process,
and the quality of the work. Teachers have information on a variety of project options that
require little to no cost. An example would be cooking: eweeyhas to buy groceries and eat.
Or a student could choose to learn how to do a fund raiser for a charity, which requires no money
to be spent by the student because all of the money needed would be part of the fundraising
process. Another excellent cheithat does not require funds up front is for the student to
choose job shadowing for his/her project. Not only is that relatively free of cost, but it could also
lead to a career decision and/or actual job.

8. Is only one teacher responsible for deitid the grade for Senior Project?

The English teacher that the student has is responsible for the project grade; however,
grades for all parts of the project are based on guidelines that are explained in this handbook very
clearly, along with the variougrading rubrics. Also, the Senior Project Coordinator and the
principal are available to mediate in grade disputes.

9. Is there anything done for students who have trouble finding a mentor?
If students have difficulty finding mentors, we, as teashare more than willing to assist

as much as possible. In fact, several teachers volunteer their time every year to mentor students;
we publish a list of those teachers by September. If a student chooses a project that may be

12



difficult to find a mentoffor, then the student must accept responsibility for his/her project
choice.

10. Why is there so much paperwork?

True learning requires paperwork: paperwork is visible, tangible proof of work done.
Written documentation is virtually indisputableurthermore, students need the paperwork to
reflect on what they have learned. Students will find that the paperwork actually helps them in
the end when they need to compile their portfolios and prepare for their presentations. Also,
much of the paperworikvolved is actually easy and quick to accomplish; we built these into the
project to help students with simple ways to achieve points toward their final grade.

11. Can a project be changed once the final commitment date has passed?

August through Decgmrber is consideration and choice selection time. Upon selection, a
practice learning log will be completed after meeting with a mentor so that the student can
understand how the process works and whether or not he or she will enjoy working in that area
for the duration of the project. As with any project, we realize that modifications may be
necessary, but we also realize that situations of that nature will not be the norm. If a project
choice requires modification, every effort will be made early irptioeess. Essentially, students
need to communicate with their teacher if difficulties arise. Also, students need to take initiative
and be resourceful to find solutions when and if they experience problems throughout their
project. Once the Letter oftent is presented to the English instructor, projects may not be
changed.
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Information for Parents
Senior Project

Dear Parents/Guardians of S eniors:

Your son/daughter is about to embar k on a challenging experience --the Senior Projec t. We here in
the Snowline Joint Unified School District are very excited about this opportunity for seniors. All

over the country, high schools are participating in this wonderful program, and they report stunning
results. In fact, 12 plus states have mandated Senior Project as a graduation requirement, many
high schools in California have followed suit, and the California Legislature is closely looking at

putting this project into place as a mandated state requirement for graduation as well.

Furthermor e t hi s i s probably the first time in your <chilc
gets to choose, plan, implement, and present a learning activity of his/her own design. The Senior
Project is a true and valid final assessment of 12 years of public ed ucation, and all students who
participate completely and honestly will find that they gain a great deal of experience, many skills

that will be useful in their lives after high school, and some may even discover a passion that they

will continue to explore for years to come.

The Snowline School District has adopted Senior Project as a graduation requirement for all seniors

in the district. Students will be earning 5 credits for completion of the Senior Project. A through

F grades will be awarded upon ¢ ompletion of the project. A passing grade will be 60% and grades

will not be rounded up (i.e. 59.9% is not passing). Furthermore, students must complete  two

major parts of the project in order to pass: the presentation and the final portfolio. Ifastu dent

does not complete these phases of the project, he/she will automatically fail the project and not

graduate. To ensure a passinggrade,it woul d be very wise to keep track
percentage as the project progresses. There is a worksheet in this handbook on pages 26 and 27

listing all required assignments, the points each one is worth, and  there is also a place to keep track

of the studeémtresnter aden. al so check Serranods online g
updated regularly. At the end of the year, students who achieve high grade percentages and/or

complete outstanding projects may be honored and awarded scholarship money.

As with any school project, ¢ heating in any form will earn zero credit  on assignments in which
stude nts plagiarize information, forge signatures, or are caught lying about time spent with

mentors. A student may even fail the entire project if he/she is caught being dishonest on the

project or lying about actual participation in the project. We are coun ting on parental support to
ensure honesty and integrity in all facets of this project. We expect that the learning that takes

place is new or an extension of a previously held skill. Senior Project must be a learning stretch for
all students. Students need to have legitimate mentors, actual meetings with those mentors, and an
honest representation of personal practice times.

English teachers will serve a s facilitators for this  self -directed learning project; however, this
project is not an English pr oject. Students will still be required to complete the requirements for
English as it is a separate graduation requirement. Teachers will provide in  -class time and specific
lessons to help students accomplish many of the elements of Senior Project.  Inf act, time will be
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allotted occasionally in the advisory classes, and there will be after -school tutoring every Thursday
at 2:00 in room 403 to help students complete this project successfully.

Please spend time reading through this handbook . it will give both you and your child the

information necessary to meet all of the requirements for passing the Senior Project. A successful

Senior Project involves support from teachers and parents, as well as student initiative and self -

discipline. We hope thatyou wi | | be actively involved in the entire
Project. If you have questions, would like to volunteer to be a mentor (if you have a special skill or

talent you would like to share with a student), or have suggestions for improvem ent, please call the

Senior Project Coordinator at 868 -3222. There are forms at the end of this handbook that can be

filled out and placed in the studentds portfolio that
improvement of the project. Please feel free to contribute as this project is one that changes

thanks to the suggestions of parents, teachers, students, and mentors.

Please sign the Parent/Student Contract and return it by the due date. There are two due dates,
actually, with the first  turn -in date allowing students to get the only extra credit offered for the
entire project.

Sincerely,

Snowline Senior Project Coordinators
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Parent/Student Contract

We have read and we understand the requirements in this handboo  k outlining the

Senior Project. We are aware that in order to pass the Senior Project all phases

must be completed successfully and that cheating must not occur. We understand

that this project is a graduation requirement, and it will determine whether o r not

the student will participate in the graduation ceremony. We understand that the

student is responsible for all parts of the Senior Project, that the project chosen

Sshould provide a | earning stretch and be s
interest for the duration of the project, and that the project choice rests solely

with us. We understand the various ways we can monitor grades related to this
project using Serranods online grade site,
the handbook . California Education Code Section 35330 states that the Snowline

School District, its officers, agents, and employees are harmless from any and all
l'iability or c¢claims which may arise out of

participation in this projec t.

Parent signature Date

Student signature Date

Pl ease print studentds name

Class Period
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SENIOR PROJECT

SCHOLARSHIP
OPPORTUNITIES

N/
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Scholarship Opportunities

Students work hard for many weeks to complete their Senior Project,
and the teachers who facilitate this process
wish to acknowledge their efforts.

During the school year, various funaisers will be held to accumulatends to be dispersed at
the end of the year in the form of student awards.
Three categories will be created for the awards, but there will not necessarily be an award in each
category:
Career Skills
Community Service
Personal Growth*
(*this could includephysical, spiritual, intellectual, or artistic growth)

Students will be recognized for high quality projects which may have very higlalbgeores
(above 95%), for creativity, outstanding evidence of skills learnedorlig-changing
outcomes. Students are nominated by their English teachers and a committee of Serrano staff
members makes the actual selection of awarc

Students will not qualify for a scholarship if a leaning log or mini-presentation is missed.
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A What role can ROP play in Senior Projects?

In order to support and encourage students to develop a Senior Project with a Career Focus,
students can use an ROP (Regional Occupational Program) course in which they are enrolled as
a basis for their Senior Project. These are the rules and guidelines :

1. If students choose to use an ROP class as a basis for their Senior Project, they MUST be
currently enrolled in the class. NO E  XCEPTIONS. Cost and safety issues prohibit non -ROP
students from using ROP labs, tools and equipment for their projects. This also applies to
former ROP students who may have previously taken the class.

2. Senior Projects are to reflect 45 ho  urs of work completed outside the classroom. This is
not 45 hours of the t e a c h tinte 8Therefore, students may not use  any assignments
required in an ROP class (even after -school classes) for their Senior Project. This includes
both in -class assignments and homework. A list of suggested topics and ideas for projects is
included.

3. ROP activities occurring outside the classroom can be used as part of Senior Projects. For
example: field trips, externships, job shadowing, and Explorer Pr ograms. Participation in
activities oOoOstaffeddé by ROP students such as Bl ood |
can also be used.

4. Students participating in externships in oCommuni:t
training can use the exter nship for their Senior Project. They do  not need to complete 45
additional hours beyond the ROP requirements. For example, if the ROP requirement is 90
hours in a clinic or business, the 45 hours for Senior Project can be included in those 90 hours.

5. Information learned in an ROP class that supports a Senior Project may be written up
in student Learning Logs.

6. The ROP teacher cans er ve as the studentds mentor f oROPt he Sen
classes have Advisory Committees made up of i ndustry representatives, these
representatives would also make good primary or secondary mentors. Community Classroom

supervisors (i.e. the office manager where a student does her externship) could also be project
mentors.

7. Students are responsible  for the cost of their projects. Classroom materials such as
ingredients, wood, fabric, etc., will not be supplied. Students will be required to prepare
and submit a budget for their project to their ROP teacher. Students will need to bring their

own materials or prepay the teacher for materials to be used.

8. Tools, equipment and facility use must be prearranged with ROP teacher s and used only under
their supervision .
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Suggested Topics & Ideas to include in Your Project:

O Interview a person who has
your odream jo
If you want to be a police
detective, E.R. nurse, or Superior
Court judge, your ROP teacher has
many connections to help you.
Include information about
certifications, licensing or post -
secondary education that person is
required to h ave.
Does their profession require on -
going training? What professional
organizations do they belong to and
why?

O Explore a particular career
from small to large:

One former ROP Restaurant

student did a project that included

1) an interview with a local couple

who own a café,

2) areport about a commercial

foods show he attended at a

convention center,

3) information about a large hotel

kitchen he toured.

O Research the Code of
Ethics for your future
profession.

How has it evolved over time?

In what ways does it hold people

accountable?

What laws apply specifically to

that trade?

Are there conflicts between ethics

and law? (i.e. the Hippocratic Oath

and stem cell research).

Include case studies (both positive

and negative) about people in the

profession.

O Take your career on the
road!
Does your chosen career change
based on geography? How do
(firefighters, police officers,
teachers, real estate agents,
medical assistants, veterinarians,
chefsé..) vary in
How much do they earn and what
are their educational
requirements? What role does
their government play in regulating
the profession compared to the
u.s.?

O Create aten -year career
map for yourself!

What entry -level jobs are there in
your chosen field? Wha t jobs
could you have with one or two
years additional training or
education? How much education
will you ultimately need? What
specific classes will you need?
Compare the costs for two
different schools. What are at
least three ways to cover these
costs? Be sure to include a picture
of your dream house!

O Careers and the Media
How is a particular career
portrayed on television and in the
movies? How does it compare to

oreal |ife?d Use
such as your externship or
interviews with professional s. How

does fantasy compare with reality?
Are there stereotypes or
misconceptions? How do people in
that profession feel about how
they are portrayed?

O Look to the past:

Research individuals who had a
major impact on your career field.
Haw far back in history do they
go? How did th is field or
occupation originate and develop
over time? Were there major
events that impacted this field
such as war or discovery?

O Research how tools,
materials, equipment and
technology have evolved in a
career field.

Examples: fire fighting equipment,
veterinary instruments, medicine,
computers, etc). What events or
developments led to the changes?
How did procedures change as a
result?

O Globalization :

Many jobs today require people to
work in teams that connect aro und
the world. How might your future
career be affected by

globalization? What can you do to
prepare for these effects?

O Community Service

Paticipate in a service activity for

your future career. Some examples
are: Blood drives,
for fir efighters, Walk -a-thons,

etc.

How long has the
company/organization

participated? Who does it help?

O Marketing

Explore how marketing is used in
your industry. Analyze marketing
materials for symbolism and
hidden messages. Who is the
target if this marketing and how
effective is it? How much is spent
by the organization for marketing?
Are there ethical questions

O Look at the News:

Are there stories in the news that
will impact your future career
field? For example , scientific
discoveries, biotechnology, global
warming, alternative fuels, new
technologies.
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What is the philosophy behind it? raised?

suceess
starts
here

4

Contract :

| have read th e rules and guidelines for using my ROP class as a basis for my
Senior Project.

e | understand that | must be a regularly enrolled st udent in this ROP class.
e | understand that | am responsible for all costs associated with my project.
| have prepared a budget for this project and it has been reviewed by the

ROP teacher. A copy of the project budget is attached to this contract.

e | unde rstand that if | arrange to meet with my teacher/mentor and fail to
show up my teacher/mentor can resign from the project.

| understand these rules and guidelines and agree to follow them.

ROP class:

Print Student s Name:

Student Signature: Date

Parent/Guardian Signature:
Date

|l nstructordés Signatwure: __ ____ _ _  Date
(Teachers: Keep a copy for you r records)

THI S FORM MUST BE I N THE STUDENTOS LEARNI NG
THROUGHOUT THE PROJECT, AND IT MUST BE PLACED IN THE
PORTFOLIO AT THE END OF THE PROJECT.
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The Timeline
And

The Grading Procedures
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September

Sept. 8 Dec.

Sept. 26
Oct. 3

Oct. 10

Nov. 7
Dec. 5

*** FINAL COMMITMENT DATE

Jan. 9

Jan. 26 -30
Feb. 13
March 2 -6
March 20

Senior Project Timeline 2008 -2009

Stu dents receive Senior Project handbook
English teacher s review entire handbook
Five legitimate Senior Project questions due

Parent/Student contract due for Extra Credit (25 points)

Page 16

Last day to return  Parent/Student contract for credit

Project Choice forms due pages 31- 35

Preliminary learning log due page 46
Planning Sheet due page 42

Mentor Information Sheet  page 41
Mentor Receipt Formdue f i r st

page

of

Meknt or 0 s

Letter of Intent page 44

Learning Log #1 due
Mini-presentation #1
Learning Log #2 due
Mini - presentation #2
Learning Log #3

24
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April 6 -9 Mini-presentation #3

April 9 Presentation outline due page 58
Presentation Confirmation Form due page57
April 24 Last Learning Log due.
April 27 o May 29 Presentations begin/ Presentation Evaluation Form page 59

Portfolios d ue when student presents pages 77 - 78
Peer Evaluation forms due daily for each presentation

viewed pages 60- 75
Four questions asked during presentations

WITH THE EXCEPTION OF THE LEARNING LOGS, THESE DUE DATES ARE NOT
FLEXIBLE: NO CREDIT WILL BE GIVEN TO WORK TURNED IN AFTER THESE DATES.

THESE ASSIGNMENTS ARE DUE NO LATER THAN 2:00 ON THE DUE DATE AND

HANDED DIRECTLY TO YOUR ENGLISH TEACHER.
Learning | ogs need to be turned hyaOObroeadhhe st
given due date as well!
See the section on learning logs and mini-presentations for more grading
information.

Save all paperwork for placement in your
port folio at the end of the projecit.

GRADING INFORMATION
Senior Project is a graduation requirement
that earns students 5 credits and a letter

grade.

The final presentation and final portfolio
of Senior Project are required. If a
student does not complete these two
components, he/she will not graduate.
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Students may not use a Snowline course,
the assignments from a Snowli ne course,
or any work from a Snowline course to
meet any of the Senior Project
requirements. ROP classes may be used,
but there are extra hours required above
and beyond the ROP course requirements.
(See the ROP Information section on page
20- 22).

7.

8.

Assignment Worksheet and Scoring Information

9.

. Five legitimate questions (50)
Parent/Student Contrgzdige 16(extra credit 25 points for early tuin) (50)
Project Choice Information Sheetges31-35 (80)
Preliminary Learning Logpage 6 (50)
Proof for Preliminary Learning Log (100)
Planning Shegtage42 (200)
Mentor Information Sheglage41 (50)
Mentor Receipt Forvlentor Handb ook page 1 (40)
Letter of Intenpage 4 (150)

Learning Logs page 47
Log 1 (100)
Proof for Log 1 (200)
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10. Log 2 (100)

Proof for Log 2 (200)
11. Log3 (100)
Proof for Log 3 (200)
12. Log 4 (100)
Proof for Log 4 (200)
Mini -Presentations page48
13. Presentation 1 (100)
Proof for Presentation 1 (200)
14. Presentation 2 (100)
Proof for Presentation 2 (200)
15. Presentation 3 (100)
Proof for Presentation 3 (200)

Final Presentation

16. Presentation DaitConfirmation Fornpage57 (50
17. Presentation Outliage B (150
18. Peer Evaluationsages60-75 (100
19. Four legitimate questions for peer presentations (80
20. Presentation Final Scqrage59 (59
21. Portfolio Final Scorpages 7-78 07y
TOTAL POINTS (4759

T o calculate your percentage at any point in time, take your total points
using this scoring guide and divide it by the total possible point
REMEMBER, YOU NEED TO HAVE 60% TO PASS THIS

PROJECT AND GRADUATE FROM SERRANO HIGH

SCHOOL.
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Summer School Information

If a student fails to complete his/her Senior
Project, he or she will not graduate or participate in
any way in the graduation ceremony. There is an option
for completion, however. A student may enroll in
Desert View summer school and complete a modified
Senior Project program during the next available
summer session.

The student must begin the entire process  all over
again and move at a highly-accelerated pace in order to
finish the summer school program within four weeks.
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The student may not use any of his/her previous

work; a new topic must be chosen! Upon receiving a
passing grade on the Senior Project, a ssuming all other
credits are completed, the student will receive a
certificate of graduation.

Choosing
Your
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Project

Projects Not Recommended
by Snowline Instructors

After years of working with students and their projects, English te achers have found that
some of the projects chosen do not have high success rates for a variety of reasons. The
following projects are  not recommended unless certain criteria are met:

Cooking Weight loss
Crocheting Sewing
Fitness Cosmetology

Cooking projects must have a particular focus, such as cultural, historical, or nutritional.

Mentors must teach the basics of cooking (equipment, techniques and methods, ingredients,
spices, etc.) before attempting to cook. There must be grocery store v isits with lessons about
selecting items, plus receipts, photos, video. The final product must be substantial, such as

solo preparation of a several course meal video -taped with the student explaining step by step
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the reasons behind why things are being d one the way he/she is doing them. A cookbook
should also be produced featuring recipes, photos, nutritional information and cultural or
historic information.

Similar issues need to be considered when learning to crochet, knit, needlepoint, or sew. Th e
keyideaisto be surethatl7 weeksd worth of work is clearly evid

With cosmetology, students need to be sure they can afford to purchase practice heads (dolls)
because, in the past, practicing certain techniques on real people has not had positive
outcomes.

Fitness projects must be scholarly and include detailed knowledge of kinesiology, nutrition,
physiology, or other scientific elements related. Personal measurements and before/after
photos are required. You may not pass Senior Project if you ¢ annot show a significant change
in body structure/weight.

The following projects are not allowed at all for reasons of weather, cost, safety:

Snowboarding

Skiing
Bungee jumping
Sky diving
Cage fighting
Project Choice Information Sheet

Student name:_ Class period:
You dondt want this to be a waste of time, s
thoughtful time should be taken in the selection of a topic. The topic should be
one that lends itself to performing or constructing a finished product, but most

importantly you want to choose a project that will have lasting effects on your life:
job shadowing and career research are excellent choices, and raising money or
goods for needy people can clsitvegags.a young pe

Senior Project is the most important assignment of your high school career. You

will be spending many weeks working on it. For these reasons you need to consider
your topic carefully. Much of the success you will have on the Senior Projec t will
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be determined by the choice of topic. Take the time to consider your choice
carefully and make the best selection.

How to select a topic: The topic a student selects for the Senior Project should
be one of great interest. This is an opportunity for the student to research and
learn something he or she has been curious about. When selecting a topic, consider
the following questions:

A Does this subject really interest me? This must be a topic that intrigues
the student or peaks curiosity. The st  udent will be working with this topic
for several months and an uninteresting topic will make research boring and
tedious.

A Is there someone who can teach or mentor me? Each student is required
to have a mentor (or several mentors) from which to learn abou  t the activity
involved. This mentor must have experience and expertise with the topic
selected. Itis important that a reliable mentor be available to meet with
the student regularly.

A Are ample sources of information readily available? Some topics may be
too specialized or too recent to have sufficient resources for research
available in libraries. Material should be easy to obtain. In addition to the
Internet, books, and magazines, community members, and local experts are
always good sources.

A What ot her disciplines are involved in this topic? Consideration should be
given to how other teacher(s) might assi s
A Does this topic offer a challenge? True research is a discovery of new

facts and insights. It is most important tha t the topic selected offers an
opportunity for the student to grow in depth of knowledge and

understanding. Topics must present a challenge to the student to learn
something new or expand existing knowledge. Success or failure in the
finished product is not the important issue; the new knowledge gained is the
value of this project.

A Has the topic been agreed upon by the student, parent, and teacher?
Because of the magnitude of the Senior Project and the energy that will be
expended during the year, parent s need to understand the expectations.
Students, parents, and teachers must agree that the topic selected is one
that is appropriate for the student.
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1. Brainstorming ldeas:  Before you begin brainstorming ideas,

remember that you may not use a Snowline cla ss or any

assignments required in a Snowline class as part of your Senior

Project requirements. However, you may use an ROP course for

this project.
Think about all the things you would like to learn, fix, understand, explore, see,
improve, create, experi ence, or do. Write down your ideas under the appropriate
categories as you think of them.Awrletown s best
whatever comes to mind.

You must complete all three spaces for each item i we will
subtract 2 points for each spac e left blank .

1. Fine/Applied /Performing Arts (painting, music, dance, drama)
1 2. 3

2. Health/Physical Fitness (diet, exercise, nutrition)
1 2. 3

3. Entrepreneurship (begin a business, explore business trends)
1. 2. 3.

4. Social Problems (homeless ness, poverty , youth problems)
1. 2. 3.

5. Photogra phy (film, photography)
1 2. 3

6. Science (astronomy, biology, computers)
1 2. 3

7. Writing/Literature (writing poetg)lovel , shoao
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8. Sports/Recreation (climbing, horseback riding, scuba diving)

1. 2. 3.

9. Home Arts (developing recipes, designing/sewing a dress, int  erior design)

10. Technical Arts (wood, metal working)

11. Specialized Hobbies (coins, car restoration)

12. Education (elementary education, secondary education, learning styles)

1. 2. 3.

13. Careers (schooling, job market research, personal goals)

1. 2. 3.
14. Other:
1 2. 3

Analyze Your Topic:  Once you have brainstormed topics, it is time to narrow the
field. Some questions to consider when identifying those ideas which mig  ht be the
best for you are
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Can | research this topic? Is there information available?

Will | be able to complete a project from this topic?

Is this topic  affordable , both in time and money?

Will | stretch my knowledge and experience?

Would this topic pos sibly lead to a career?

Will this topic keep my interest for the duration of the project?

Are there any impediments to my completing a project on this topic?
(transportation, cost, weather)

Will | be able to find a mentor and back  -up mentors?

. Will I be pa ssionate about this topic?

10. Can | come up with multiple small learning projects, multiple sources for
proof and a final product that will illustrate clearly 17 weeks® worth o
work?

No ok owbdR

©

Once you have considered each topic and compared each to the ab ove questions,
list your three top choices. Put them in order of preference.

3.
Discuss each wit h your parents and your teacher.
Think about what your final product will be. What kinds of proof will you be able to
provide during the course of the project?
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For example, if you are learning to play the guitar, you should be able to show

regular progre ss either in person by appointment with your teacher or by using a
video camera. The final presentation should include a student playing at least one
entire piece using chords, one piece using tabs, and one piece playing notes, as well
as showing how to perform regular maintenance on the instrument using correct

terminology, explaining all musical notations and guidelines for reading music.

Use the spaces below to brainstorm smaller progress projects you can show your

teacher during the course of the proj

ect. These would be proof items.

You will lose 2 points for each space left blank.

Project choice #1

Project choice #2

Project choice #3

My final

product

t hat wi ||

show 15

weekso

Project choice # 1

Project choice #2

Project choice #3

If your number one selection is agreed upon by all, you are ready to go.

Mentor

Information
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Mentor Requirements

And

Advice for Choosing a Mentor
Choose a reliable mentor or choose several mentor s to be sure you are able to
support your learning experiences throughout your project.

1. Mentors cannot be younger than 21 years of age. Experience and knowledge
come with age. So, in order to create the best learning situation , @ mentor
must be at least 2 1 years old. You should be able to meet with this person at
least once a week, and this mentor should teach you something new every
time you meet. More than one mentor is a really good idea.

37



2. Mentors help you plan logical and organized learning. They supp ort you by
presenting you with a multitude of learning experiences. Mentors ensure
that everything you do is  rea/ learning and that you are learning what you
need to learn in a sequential fashion . You may need to help your mentor in
planning your lessons because, ultimately, you are responsible for the
learning that takes place.

3.l f you candét meet with your mentor, try
mentor. Other alternatives to meeting with a mentor might be to go on -line
and research your subject, tor ead an article, ortoread a book. If you
cannot meet with your mentor , it does not mean that you can not write a
learning log. Use another source for learning that week.

4. If you lose a mentor, or have a problem with your mentor, talk to your
teacher immed iately . You will need to locate a new mentor , and your teacher
can help you brainstorm resources to locate a new mentor.

5. Always consider the location of your mentor. Does your mentor live in close
proximity or will you have to travel a long distance to me et with him/her? If
your mentor lives close by, you will have easier access to one another.
Typically a student who chooses a mentor that lives more than 30 minutes
away experiences added st ress and difficulty during the  project. You should
always consider the transportation required to maintain your mentor
relationship. The farther away your mentor lives or works can make
completing your project more difficult.

MENTOR LETTER

Dear Mentor:

Thank you so much for participating in the Snowline Unified School Districtds
Senior Project. The fact that you are volunteering your time to help a young person | earn
something new makes you a highly valued person, and we, Snowline staff members, are
grateful for your contributions.

We thought it would be beneficial fo  r us to inform you about the details of Senior
Project as it relates to you and your role as mentor. Here are the key elements of your
job as a mentor :

1. Each week that you meet with a student, you are required to instruct for as much
time as you deem necessary. You are taking on the role of teacher, so it is best for

38



the student if you have a 0l esson plandé read:
If you need help anytime during the course of the project, feel free to email the

Senior Project Coordinator . Pleasebesuretof i | | out the studentds
Verification Sheet every week (itds the :grdamMsoneanportant fo
studentds teacher to be made aware of the ti
Overall you should plan to meet with the s tudent 13-14 times over the course of the

17 week project. If you cannot meet with a student for a week, please attempt to

give the student a learning suggestion that he/she can do on his/her own. If you

cannot fulfill your responsibilities as mentor, pl ~ ease try to help the student find a

replacement because this is a graduation requirement for students at Serrano High

School. It may even be a good idea to help the student find several other mentors

he/she can use as back -up just in case you cannot make a meeting.

2. Use the Planning Sheet in this h andbook to help the student, as well as yourself, set
goals for the overall project. Be sure you include smaller learning proofs as well as
a final product idea and plan lessons for each week that can be d  one in a logical
order. For example, if you are teaching the student to sew, you would want to
teach that student the various parts of the sewing machine and the way to thread
it before trying to teach  him/her to useit. Then you would want the studen tto
practice threading the machine, practice a variety of stitches, and perhaps make a
smaller project prior to attempting a larger piece.

3. After the project is completed, you wil!/ nee
Verification Form.  The stude nt needs to turn this form in with his/her
portfolio.

4. Try to think outside the box: in other words, offer the student a variety of

learning experiences related to the main topic. Any handouts, notes, articles,
visitations, shopping trips, etc. t hat you can provide add to the overall
learning experience and make it easier for the student to write the learning log

that is due. See the next page for examples.

Again, we are very thankful for your efforts. Pl ease feel free to call
English teacher or the Senior Project Coordinator to get ideas or help to ensure the

student has appropriate learning experiences. Since it is a graduation requirement, it

is critical that you and the student you are mentoring spend quality time together: we

have worked on this project for 9 years, so we have a wealth of ideas that can help you

be successful.

Teacher name:
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Phone number. 760 -868-3222
Senior Project Coordinator email address: harmony_jill@hotma  il.com
Sincerely,

Snowline Senior Project Coordinators

MENTOR EXAMPLES

If a mentor was instructing a student on how to cook, for example, here are some
helpful suggestions to make the learning experience full and complete.

In the lea rning logs, we are not really looking for a rehash of the recipes the
student makes. We dondt want an entire page on
the student learned. Even when teaching the student something as simple as how to make
mashed potat oes, the mentor can add loads of information to the learning experience,
enough that a student could write an entire page (learning log) on just making mashed
potatoes.

NOT : | peeled the potatoes, cut them into slices, and then put them in a pot of
boili ng water for 20 minutes.

Instead of just giving the recipe for mashed potatoes, the mentor could do the
following things:
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A Take the student to the grocery store to look at the various kinds of potatoes available, their cost,
and other differences betweent hem.

A Ask the student to go online to find out everything he/she can about the nutritional value of various
kinds of potatoes or the uses of each kind.

A The student could be informed about what potato dishes require specific kinds of potatoes and why,
why a potato must be peeled or not peeled, what kitchen tools are used to make mashed potatoes, how
potatoes grow and where, what other ingredients can be included in mashed potatoes, why do people
remove the eyes of the potato, how do you know when a potato  is bad, why was there a potato famine
in Ireland, etc.

This is what we mean by o0thinking outside of
recipe. With most projects there are so many additional experiences that can expand on
the basic learning. Lo ok for newspaper or magazine articles, go shopping, go to concerts or
other events related to the topic, set up an interview with someone highly skilled in the
topic area, check out books from the library, sit in on a college course, visit professional
workplaces . . . there really is a great deal available that will help students achieve the
maximum learning experience.

Also, when you and the student are deciding on what the final product will be, try to
come up with something that is tangible and is a  synthesis of all of the learning the
student has done over the 15 week period. There should be many small products along the
way that lead up to the final product.

t

h €

Pl ease feel free to call your studert

the Senior Project Coordi  nator for other suggestions.

Name: Period:

Mentor Information Sheet

A mentorisdefinedas 0a wi se and trusted @dheAmesicarl or
Heritage College Dictionary, 851) . Your mentor will be your m ost valuable resource
throughout your Senior Project. Your mentor must be an expert in the field or an
individual in the area you are researching, and your mentor should be 21 years of

age or older.  Your mentor will be your teacher, the one who will guid e you through
the learning process.
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All parts of this form must be filled out honestly and completely.

Name of Mentor:

Me n t oviaibng Address:

Ment ords Phone Number

Ment ords Occupation:

The following response must contain a legitimate reason for having this person

teach or counsel you in your project area. No points will be given for non-
serious responses. 0Sheds my mom and | | ive
anytime we wantdé i s n Whatisitthatanakesithisrpersopao n s e !

specialist in the field you will be studying?

Why you selected this person as your mentor:

Name: Period:
PLANNING SHEET (see appendix for sample)
This sheet should be done with your mentor on the first meeting.
What will your final product be?  How will that prove 17 wee ks & wort h Whyisl ear n
that a logical final product?

THINGS | HOPE TO LEARN (Divide your time into different learning experiences and try to put them into a

|l ogical order: you candt | earn to sew a pair of pants unt
how to use it.) Each block of time should represent 6 hours of learning.
Learning Act ivities 3 Different  Proofs (Be specific)
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C.

These ideas can be changed as your project progresses
if you and your mentor decide to try different learning experiences.
Approved by (your English teacher):

Date:

Letter
Of
Intent
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Senior Project Letter of Intent  Example

Type
Your name
P.O. Box 292222
Phelan, CA 92392-2222
(760) 555 -1212

August 27, 2004

Mrs. Candice B. Hill
Serrano High School
P.O. Box 296000
Phelan, CA 92329-6000

n

Ti mes New Roman,

[Your address and phone number]
[Double Space]
[Double Space]

[Address to your own English teacher]

12
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[Double Space]
Dear Mrs. Hill:

[Double Space]
1st Paragraph d Share your interest in the topic you have selected and clearly show how what
youodl I be dhng NEYW for gou ohaweybu will take something you already know how
to do and expand on it . In other words, describe  why the topic is interesting and  how it is
different from anything  you have done before.

[Double Space]
2 Paragraph 0 Identify possible problems associated with your project: time, transportation,
mentor accessibility, costs, support, etc. How will you deal with these problems?

[Double Space]
3" Paragraph & Describe your project in DETAIL, including what you will be doing to achieve
your desired goals. What will you be learning? Explain your learning in detail.

[Double Space]
4™ paragraph & Who will be your mentor? What makes your mentor an expert in the field you
are researching and completing your project on? You need to introduc e your mentor.

[Double Space]
5t Paragraph o This paragraph is a disclaimer against plagiarism and fraudulent behavior.
Summarize in two sentences your understanding of plagiarism and fraud. Explain your
understanding of the repercussions for these acts

[Double Space]
Sincerely,

[Four Spaces]
Your handwritten signature

Your name typed as written above.

Points will be deducted for not following this format exactly.
More than one page is okay.

Learning Logs,
Mini - Presentations,
And
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Proof

The Preliminary Learning Log

The preliminary | earning |l og is the studentd
meeting with his/her mentor. The student is actually starting his/her project at

this time, but this log and the time spent with the mentor gives stude nts a chance

to see whether or not this project is something they can do for a full 17 week time

period.
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The student will write a two page, MLA formatted log on what he/she learned.
Students must include three types of proof plus the mentor signature o n the
Mentor Visit Verification form and personal practice time logged. Students will

turn this preliminary learning log in with the Green Sheets in a three -brad learning
log folder.
Students will receive full credit (150 points) for turning in all par ts of the

preliminary learning log. To get the full credit for this log, it must be a full two

pages, and the student must provide three types of proof and a mentor signature

on the green sheets along with a listing of personal practice time. Students who do
not complete this preliminary learning log in the way described here will lose 10

points for a log too short and 10 points off for missing proof. The teacher will

grade the preliminary log and proof as if it were a real log, give a scored based on
what the student would have received if it were a real log. This way students will

know what to expect for the rest of the learning process.

THE LEARNING LOG S

*Learning Logs are a combination scrapbook, journal, research log, letter, and art book

*Learning Logs are designed to help you reflect and share your learning experiences, as well as
keep an accurate record of how youbve spe

*Learning Logs are the main tool your teacher uses to decide whether or not you are actually
leaming, how much time you are spending, and how much progress you are making.

IT IS IMPERATIVE THAT YOU PROVE THAT YOU COMPLETED SEQUENTIAL

LEARNING; YOUR LEARNING LOG S ARE THAT PROOF. THESE ARE

ACADEMIC AND SHOULD ONLY FOCUS ON WHAT THE STUDENT LEARNED,

NOT WHAT THE STUDENT DID.
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Requirements
1. Fourlogs;

2. Logs must be typed, MLA format, two complete pages, double spaced, with
oneinch margins, in 12 poirfimes New Romaiont.

3. Logs are due on or before each due date listed on the Greetn &ntries arelue by
2:00 on the due date and must be handed directly to your English teacher. If the
log is turned in later than 2:00, the grade for the log is dropped 50%. Students
may turn in late logs for 50% off the grade up to five days #feedue date.

THIS INCLUDES EXCUSED ABSENCES, HOLIDAYS, OR
ABSENCES DUE TO SCHOOL ACTIVITIES Logs and proof must
be turned in at the same time for credit.

4 . Logs need to refl ect tenteeorspdakhabautgvhay o u 6
you did; include ever ypehodbetyeey bgadd/ e | e
mini-presentation due dates. There are many things yodacambe able to
complete a full log and a full learning experience:

go online (ONY ONE INTERNET PIECE ALLOWED PER LOG)

go to a store and look at prices, variety of items available

go to a concert, play, fair, museum, convention, college

check out a book, buy a trade magazine, look through the

newspaper, watch television, listen to a radio program, go to a

lecture

e. conduct an interview with someone involved in your topic
f. conduct a survey

If you do use another source besides your mentor, be sutak@unotes, print

out the Internet source, include a copy of the magazine or newspaper article or the

brochure, or a photocopy of the pages of the book you read, and then be sure to

highlight and annotate what you read and then wrote in your own wordsiin y

learning log. You will receive zero points for anything you write in your learning

log that is not in your own words, not quoted, or not cited.

5. Logs should reflect everything: ti me s
receipts, photos,uio tape, drawings, diagrams, notes, examples of your work,
etc. REMEMBER, IT IS YOUR JOB TO PROVE TO YOUR TEACHER
THAT LEARNING IS ACTUALLY TAKING PLACE, SO YOU NEED TO
PROVE THAT YOU ARE LEARNING AND THAT YOU ARE MAKING
PROGRESS. You need talemonstrate that you spent between 40 hours

over the 17week period which works out to 6hours for each block of time you
spend for each log or miripresentation

6. Learning logs will be scored as follows:

Two full pages of legitimate learning explanatie----100 points

One and a half pages of legitimate learning explanatien& points

One page of legitimate learning explanatienrss0 points

A half of a page of legitimate learning explanatiers25 points

You are not guaranteed points just filing the two pages of your learning log: you

must be sharing what you learned in a legitimate fashion. YOUR ENGLISH TEACHER

IS AVAILABLE TO HELP YOU IMPROVE YOUR LEARNING LOG GRADES AND

\
a

apop
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FIGURE OUT HOW TO MAKE YOUR PROOF BETTER. Additionally, tutog will
be available on Thursdays after school froin2p.m. in room 403.
7. Logs and proof must be turned in at the same time to receive full credit.

The Mini -Presentation

1. Instead of writing a learning log in order to share what you have leaithegour
teacher, you will share what you learned with the entire class. You kave 3
minutes to explain athatyou havelearned ando shareyour proof of that
learning The minipresentations alternate with the learning logs.

2. Students musurn in their learning log folder with the Green Sheets, Planning Sheet
and all learning logs on the day they are chosen to share.

3. If a student is not prepared or is absent on the day of his/hepmaggntation, he/she
will have five days to miee that up and the student will only receive 50% of the
grade. If the absence is excused, then the student can make up the presentation
without a grade loss. However, district policy states that students have one day
for every day absent to make upssed work. So students will have to stay after
school when they return to make up the rpiresentation within the district
guidelines for makeip work.

PROOF REQUIREMENTS:
You will be graded for turning in proof each time a learning log and apnésentation
is due. PROOF IS WORTH 200 POINTS; THAT IS DOUBLE WHAT THE LOG IS
WORTH. Proof must be a substantial representation of your process learning, and it
must make obvious the amount of time, both mentor and personal, that you are claiming
on the geen sheet. You can use receipts, photos, audiotape, drawings, notes, diagrams,
videotape, small learning projects, paintings, practice projects, and any other proof that
shows what you have learned. Clearly proving how you have spent your time & critic
to your passing this project.

a. Proof attached to a learning log must relate directly to what you write about in

the log.
b. Allinternet, magazine, book, or other written proufst be printed out or
photocopied, highlighted and annotatecand used i n the st

words in the log. YOU MAY ONLY USE ONE INTERNET SOURCE
AS PROOF FOR EACH LOG OR MINPRESENTATION.

c. Photographs used as proof should have captions explaining what is being
photographed and whyAlways be sureto present before, during and
after photos for any project that has visual change

d. Receipts must be highlighted and annotated (see example).

e. Anything you produce in the course of your project needs to be shown to your
teacher.

f. Whenyou list personal practice times, you must have proof to back up that
time spent. If you list that you spent three hours on the internet, you will
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need to print out all those internet pages you read to prove three hours
worth of time spent.

g. YOU MUST TURN IN THREE TYPES OF PROOF IN ORDER TO GET
FULL CREDIT. Different types of proof would be, for example, a sewing
pattern package annotated, personal measurements, photos of choosing the
pattern in the sewing store, thread, material, tarastitches, and a final
small product such as a pillow case, etc. No more than two text research
proofs per log or presentation, and those proofs must be from two different
types (internet, magazine, or book). You may not have more than one
Internet proof per log. Remember all text proof must be highlighted and
annotated.

h. At the end of the project, you will have to fill your portfolio with proof.

Therefore, if you brought in physical proof with a log or presentation, you
will have to photograph and caption that proof for your portfolio. If you
performed proof (danced or played an instrument for your teacher), then
you should have a sheet of paper in your log folder that you can also put in
your portfolio that claimsqu did live performance proof.

i. Proof should be placed in the back of the learning log folder behind the green
sheets and after the logs. You should number each proof clearly, to make
it obvious that you have three proofs.

J. Proof must accopany logs and be in log folders for the rmmesentations in
order for you to receive full credit.

k . On the green sheet, page 52, the i
your project and your teacheroés exp
grade. For example, if you are learning to dance or play a musical
instrument, you must do a live demonstration to earn those points. Your
teacher will let you know what kind of proof you will need for this
column.

IF YOU HAVE TROUBLE COMIN G UP WITH PROOF IDEAS,
SEE YOUR ENGLISH TEACHER FOR HELP.

Other Requirements for Learning Logs

1. Your learning logs and proofs must be accompanied by th&reen
Sheets in this handbookf you want to get any points at all. Do not lose these
sheets at any time during the W@&ek learning experience: it is your proof of all
youbdbve done.

2. Every time you turn in your learning log, you must also have the Mentor
Visit Sheet signed and filled out, and your personal practice timed filled out.

DO NOT NEGLECT TO FILL OUT YOUR PERSONAL PRACTICE TIME
EVERY WEEK.

3. Learning logs wilhot be graded for spelling, grammar, or punctuation; however,
students are expected to write in a clear, descriptive fashion and points will be
deducted if thggrammar is so poor it prevents a clear understanding.

4. IMPORTANT! These points are necessary for your final grade! Yes, you can miss
logs, but you have to prove learning for 17 weeks, so if you miss an opportunity
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to inform your teacher of what yaare doing, you may not get all the points you
need in the end to pass. Keep up with your learning logs!

5. The preliminary learning log is a practice log designed to give you feedback
on exactly how to do the 4 required logs. Yoay not reuse this log for
a later learning log. This log must be kept in your Learning Log folder.

6. Learning logs need to be turned in to your English teacher in a thin, three
brad folder with the Green Sheets, the plagrsheet and your proof. All learning
logs must be kept in this folder andggbmitted each time a log is due and each
time you do a minpresentation.

7. Proof cannot be turned in without a log or without doing a-presentation.

8. Students Wo turn in a log on time but turn in proof late will be graded as having a late
log, and they will receive 50% off the total grade.

Time Requirements

Students are required to meet a minimum of 40 hours of work on their Senior Project.
Each student masomplete a minimum of 6 hours for each block of time leading up to a
leaming log or minipresentation, with 4 hours required for the last log.

Students must evenly space the time spent throughout the entire project rather than
lumping large numbersf diours at the end in order to fulfill the time requirements. Students will
lose points unless they show a steady progression of time spent. (See the green sheets for more
on this topic.)

\
*Do Not Lose this Sheet*Do Not Lose this Sheet*Do N ot Lose this Sheet*
******G R E E N S H E ET******
Student Name: Period:
Well Good | Average Fair No MLA format
Entry Log Date Done 1% 1 page Y2page, | Credit (-5 points per
No. 2 full pages, | Needs more]  Not 0 pts erron and
pages, all | mostly learning nearlyh Severe
learning | learning | 50 pts I‘Zg‘r’;ﬂg grammatical
100 pts 25 pts errors
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75pts (minus up to
10 points)
Prelim Nov. 7
log (50
pts)
Log #1 Jan. 9
MP #1 Jan. 2630
Log #2 Feb. 13
MP #2 March 26
Log #3 March 20
MP #3 April 6-9
Log #4 April 24
Student Progress
Making Making Making Making Making Making No
excellent very good adequate some poor observable
Date progress good progress | progress | progress | progress progress
progress toward
-10 pts -20 pts completion
-30 pts

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

This scoring sheet must accompany each learning log to receive a grade.

You will not get any points for any log turned in without this sheet.

PROOF SCORING RUBRIC
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Format Total Time Proof #1 Proof #2 Proof #3
S;;E?:;d Demo if required
(50 points) (50 points) (50 points) (50 points)
Prelim log
(100 pts)
Log #1
(6 hours min)
MP #1
(6 hours min)
Log #2
(6 hours min)
MP #2
(6 hours min)
Log #3
(6 hours min)
MP #3
(6 hours min)
Log #4
(4 hours min)
Mini- Presentation Scoring Rubric
Presentation Date Content Speaking Skills Time

Shared two weeks
legitimate learni ng

See the final presentation

scoring rubric for help

Three -four minutes

10 20 30 40 10 20 30 40 5 10 15 20
10 20 30 40 10 20 30 40 5 10 15 20
10 20 30 40 10 20 30 40 5 10 15 20

Mentor Visit/Personal Practice Time Verification
This form must be filled out each meeting by your mentor!

Either check the Personal Practice Time box or have your mentor sign the Mentor Initials box

Name:

depending on which time you are recording

53




Check One

Persona Teacher | Total
Practice | Mentor Time initial Time
Time Initials | Date | Spent | What did you do? and Thus

date* Far*

*These columns are for use by your English teacher only.
Make extra copies of this page, so you can include extra times.

Mentor Visi t/Personal Practice Time Verification
This form must be filled out each meeting by your mentor!
Either check the Personal Practice Time box or have your mentor sign the Mentor Initials box

depending on which time you are recording

Name:
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Check One

Persona Teacher | Total
Practice | Mentor Time initial Time
Time Initials | Date | Spent | What did you do? and Thus

date* Far*

*These columns are for use by your English teacher only.
Make extra copies of this page, so you can include extra times.

The
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Presentation

THE FINAL PRESENTATION

This part o fthe Senior Project is required to graduate.
The presentation allows the students to
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--synthesize all they have learned

--share all they have learned

--prove all they have learned

--reflect on all they have learned

--practice speaking in front of aths in a formal situation

Requirements

1.

Your speech must be presented in the same way you present your thoughts in an essay:
you will have an attention getter, a thesis statement, supporting evidence and examples,
along with a concluding statement.

. The nformation must be organized, wékhlanced between all parts of the project,

detailed, informative, and interesting.

The delivery of your speech must be professional using the speech guidelines such as
good posture, strong eye contact, confidence andigiagm.

The length for your presentation is 10 to 15 minutes only. You will lose points if your
speech runs short or long, so practice before you present. Take into account the time if
you have a habit of speeding up when you talk in front of crowds.

At the end of your presentation, you will be asked questions and your responses will be
part of the grading procedure.

You are required to make use of technology and/or any audio/visual tools that apply. No
matter what you choose as a topic for your Seniojelt,you will have to bring in a

final culminating item(s) as proof You may have a thre#imensional poster board, a
Power Point presentation, CDO0s, charts, gr
THE MORE YOU HAVE, THE BETTER YOUR GRADE.

Note: You must speak for the minimum 10 minutes, so if you have video or audio parts
to your presentation, those must be five minutes or less.

7.

We invite family members to come view a s
would be grateful if we could be infmed of the visit in advance. Other students

are not allowed to come watch a friendos
i's an integral part of the presenting st

The culminating product and any spfoducts you pragced over the course of your

Senior Project MUST BE brought into class on the day of your presentation as the KEY
PROOF of your 17 week experience. This means that if you created a quilt as a final
product, it must be brought to class the day of yourgmtesion. You would also want to
bring in the practice items you made as you learned to sew as proof of your process
learning.

9. When you present, you must have the Presentation Evaluation Form with you

because your teacher will not have extraapies and cannot score you without it.
(See page 59)
For a complete understanding of the grading process for the presentation,
be sure to look at the Presentation Evaluation Form

Presentation Date Confirmation Form
Senior Project
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Name:

Your final presentation date is

On this date, you are responsible for arriving on time, dressed appropriately, with all materials
necessary. You will need to hand in your organized portfolioathately after you present.

This date is the only chance for your presentation.
If you miss your presentation date, you will not graduate.

However, if something comes up and you need to miss your assigned date, you may change days
with another student ithe same English class period as yours. It is solely your responsibility to
make the changend notify your teacher of the change The schedule of presentations is very

tight with no room for makeips, so be sure you mark this date on your calendars!

We are aware of the presentation date on , and we

acknowledge that will be

in attendance on that date ready with all materials to accomplish this final presentation
of the Senior Pject. We also are aware that it is our responsibility to work out a

change of dates and notify the teacher of that change if there is a conflict with our

schedules.

Parent $nature Date

Student Signature Date

Print studentdés name | egibly please: _

PRESENTATION OUTLINE

TOPIC AREAS

These are the discussion points for your presentation. BE SURE TO USE THE
CAPITAL LETTERS AND NUMERALS FOR EVERY CATEGORY BELOW, NOT JUST
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THE ONE WE DID AS AN EXAMPLE. The more you write, the better your
presentation grade will be. You may use you r outline for your actual presentation.

TYPE AND FOLLOW THIS OUTLINE FORMAT EXACTLY

. Introduction

A.Attention Getter: get the audienceds interes

B. Thesis Statemed@tThis is anoverall evaluation ofour whole Senior Projegthow did you feel
about your project and the entire experience?

Il. Why | chose this project
. *Mentor informatior THIS IS THE EXAMPLE: DO THE SAME THING FOR ALL
THE OTHER AREAS:
A. Her name is Joanne Smith
B. She teaches scrapbooking at Michael 6s
1. employed 6 years
2. teaches classes weekly
a. Mondays and Wednesdays 2Bpm
b. Victorville off Mariposa St.
C. My mom introduced me to her
D. We met every Thursday at 5j@@ at her home in Apple Valley
E. She has a great sense of humor, so | laughed all the time
F. She took the time to research other things, so my learning log writing was easier
G. Tell the funny story about the time Joanne dropped the scissors on my toe

IV.  Significant things | learnedTHIS IS THE MOST CRITICAL ELEMENT OF YOUR
PRESENTATION! THIS SHOULD HAVE THE MOST INFORMATION!

V. Problems with the project

VI. Successes with the project

VII.  Future with the project

VIII.  Life Skills gained: These are not the things you mentioned in Ill.; these are broader ideas that
cover concepts such as time management skills, organizational skills, and
responsibility.

IX. Conclude by addressingour main point.

PRESENTATION EVALUATION FORM

Student name: Period:
Start time: End time:
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I. Content
A. Introduction
1. Attention getter
2. Thesis statement
B. Speech Body
1. Main ideas supported by details, anecdotes, learning

510 15 20
510 15 20

510 15 20

2. Staked learning goals, supportoftibe e k s 6 | ear ni ng c3 2albl2) st at e

3. Organized
C. Conclusion
1. Main point addressed
D. Content was equally balanced among all parts

E. Vocabulary is appropriate to topic
II. Delivery

510 b 20

510 15 20
510 15 20

510 15 20 25@8

A. Eye contact and posture 510 15 20
1. Speaker looked at everyone
2. Speaker stood up straight, was poised
B. Pronunciation/enunciation 5 10 15 20
1. Speaker used professional language skills
C. Confidence and enthusiasm 5 10 15 20
1. Speaker waanimated, lively, expressed sincere interest
D. Preparedness 5 10 15 20
1. Speaker had obviously practiced
E. Dress/appearance 5 10 15 20
(job interview clothes, costume, or garment of the trade)
1. Speaker came attired in professional clothing
lll. Time (10-15 minutes) 10 20 ® 40
IV. Question and answer period 5 10 15 20

A. Impromptu skills/quality of answers
1. Speaker was fluent and confident
2. Speaker displayed knowledge
V. Audio/visual tools
A. Speaker used Power Point, photos, maps,
graphs, charts, surveys,
instruments, equipment

VI. Culminating product
A. Speker clearly represented Wéeks of learning

TOTAL POINTS: (50)

PRESENTATION GRADE:
Peer Evaluations

Senior Project Presentations
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It is a graded requirement that each student complete an evaluation form for the

ot her studentsd final presentations.kingStuden
time to consider and show respect for all of the hard work their peers have done.

In fact, more learning will take place during these presentations as students hear

of the successes of their peers.

Evaluation forms are included in this handbook. Ea ch form must be filled out
completely and thoughtfully in order got credit to be received. Students, even if
they have already presented their project, must come to class in order to fulfill
this requirement.
The grading is as follows:
90% of the other st udents evaluated = A

80% =B
70% =C
60% =D

For example, if there are 31 students in your English class counting you, in order
for you to receive an A on this assignment, you must have a completed evaluation
form for 27 other students.

A few rules:

1. You will not be allowed to visit other English classes during
presentations to evaluate students in classes other than your own.

2. Each evaluation form must be filled out completely, giving praise to
each speaker in positive ways.

3. No credit will be given for evaluations on regular paper  -- you must
use the forms in this handbook.
4. No credit will be given for evaluations that are in poor taste or are

very short or are incomplete.
Peer evaluation forms are due on a daily basis

as presentations are completed.
Since this is worth 100 points, your attendance is important
because you cannot make these evaluations up.

Peer Evaluation Form

Speaker name: Evaluator name:

Interesting ‘
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points in this
presentation

Questions | have
about this
presentation

Outstanding
elements of this
presentation

Speaker name:

Peer Evaluation Form

Evaluator name:

Interesting
points in this
presentation

Questions | have
about this
presentation

Outstanding
elements of this
presentation

Speaker name:

Peer Evaluation Form

Evaluator name:

Interesting
points in this
presentation

Questions | have
about this
presentation

Outstanding
elements of this
presentatio n

Speaker name:

Peer Evaluation Form

Evaluator name:

Interesting
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points in this
presentation

Questions | have
about this
presentation

Outstanding
elements of this
presentation

Speaker name:

Peer Evaluation Form

Evaluator name:

Interesting
points in this
presentation

Questions | have
about this
presentation

Outstanding
elements of this
presentation

Speaker name:

Peer Evaluation Form

Evaluator name:

Interesting
points in this
presentation

Questions | have
about this
presentation

Outstanding
elements of this
presentation

Speaker name:

Peer Evaluation Form

Evaluator name:

Interesting
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